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Activities for The Darkest Dark

Activity 1 - The Newsiest News

Introduction

The Moon has been in the news a lot lately - there has been a lot of excitement
around the recent launch of the Artemis | mission launch and return to Earth. Soon
Artemis Il will launch and there will be a Canadian astronaut on board! Many people
have heard about the Apollo 11 mission that brought Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin,
and Michael Collins to the Moon back in 1969 but there were many robotic missions
before that and have been many since then, too. And NASA isn't the only space
agency to have gone to the Moon either. Our closest neighbour in space has
provided us with many mysteries to solve and with many stories to tell.

Curriculum connections

e Science: STEM Skills and Connections
e The Arts: Drama and Visual Arts
e Language: Media Literacy

Before the show
Read the description of “The Darkest Dark™:

“It's 1969 and Apollo 11 is about to land on the moon. Nine-year-old space-loving Chris
spends his days dreaming of becoming a brave astronaut. But at bedtime, the night
closes in and so too does his fear of the dark. For Chris, watching history being made
hinges on conquering his fear —and embracing the unknown.”
(https://www.youngpeoplestheatre.org/shows-tickets/the-darkest-dark/)
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Questions to ponder:
e What do you think the show will be about?
e What events do you think will be shown on stage?
e What do you know about the Apollo 11 mission?
e Areyou afraid of the dark like Chris? If so, what helps you when you are feeling
scared?
e Why do you think that “watching history being made hinges on conquering
his fear?”

Activity:

e Working in groups, make a tableau of a scene you think might be in the play.
A tableau is like a live 3D painting - group members will freeze in silent poses
that show an important moment.

e Take a photo of your tableau to share with the class and explain why you think
this will happen. Ask you teacher to share your tableau with Space Place
Canada on social media: Instagram: @spaceplacecanada Twitter:
@SpacePlaceCda Facebook: spaceplacecanada

After the show

In the Darkest Dark, Chris visits his neighbour’s house to watch television news
coverage of the first Moon landing - the Apollo 11 mission.

Questions to ponder:

e During the 1960s the United States and the USSR (Russia today) were in a race
to see who would land on the Moon first. Why do you think this “space race”
happened?

What would you need to bring with you to survive on the Moon?

e If you had the chance to go to the Moon, would you take it?

Activity:

Working in groups, research past, present, and future Moon missions. Pick the one
that most interests your group.

Which nation runs the program to go to the Moon?

Who (or what) has gone or will be going? Who else was/is involved?
When did/will the missions happen?

What technologies were developed for the mission?

What was/is the purpose or goal of the mission?
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Write and produce a news report about it. Your report might take the form of:
e A news article

A series of social media posts

ATV newscast

A radio or podcast news report

Something else

Make sure to plan out your news report.
e How are you going to capture your audience’s attention?
e What visuals will you use (if applicable)?
e Use something to help organise your ideas - mind map, storyboard, jamboard,
etc.
e Make a draft and have a friend or your teacher give you feedback before
making your final product

Rubric
Grades 1 - 3 [Note: depending on the form of the news report not all criteria will
apply]
Concerns Criteria Achievements
Areas that need work Expectations for this activity Evidence of exceeding

expectations

Science

Use a scientific research
process and associated skills
to conduct investigations

Communicate findings,
using science and
technology vocabulary and
formats that are appropriate
for specific audiences and
purposes

Identify and describe
impacts of emerging
technologies on everyday life
(if applicable)

Analyse contributions to
science and technology from
various communities

The Arts - Drama
Demonstrate an
understanding of the
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character by adopting
relevant thoughts, feelings
and gestures

Plan a dramatic play or role
play, building on their own
and others’ ideas

Communicate feelings and
ideas using audio, visual,
and/or technological aids

The Arts - Visual Arts
Demonstrate an
understanding of
composition, using
principles of design to create
narrative art works or art
works on a theme or topic

Use elements of design in
art works to communicate
ideas, messages, and
understandings

Use a variety of materials,
tools, and techniques to
respond to design
challenges

Language - Media Literacy
Identify the topic, purpose,
and audience for media
texts they plan to create

Identify conventions and
techniques appropriate to
the form chosen for a media
text they plan to create

Produce media texts for
specific purposes and
audiences, using a few
simple media forms and
appropriate conventions and
techniques

Grades 4 - 6 [Note: depending on the form of the news report not all criteria will
apply]
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Concerns
Areas that need work

Criteria
Expectations for this activity

Achievements
Evidence of exceeding
expectations

Science

Use a scientific research
process and associated skills
to conduct investigations

Communicate findings,
using science and
technology vocabulary and
formats that are appropriate
for specific audiences and
purposes

Identify and describe
impacts of emerging
technologies on everyday life
(if applicable)

Analyse contributions to
science and technology from
various communities

The Arts - Drama
Demonstrate an
understanding of the role by
using other elements of
drama to build belief in a
role and establish its
dramatic context

Plan and shape the direction
of the drama or role play by
collaborating with others to
develop ideas

Communicate thoughts,
feelings, and ideas to a
specific audience, using
audio, visual, and/or
technological aids

The Arts - Visual Arts
Demonstrate an
understanding of
composition, using selected
principles of design to create
narrative art works or art
works on a theme or topic
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Use elements of design in
art works to communicate
ideas, messages, and
understandings

Use a variety of materials,
tools, and techniques to
determine solutions to
design challenges

Language - Media Literacy
describe in detail the topic,
purpose, and audience for
media texts they plan to
create

identify an appropriate form
to suit the specific purpose
and audience for a media
text they plan to create, and
explain why it is an
appropriate choice

identify conventions and
techniques appropriate to
the form chosen for a media
text they plan to create, and
explain how they will use the
conventions and techniques
to help communicate their
message

produce a variety of media
texts for specific purposes
and audiences, using
appropriate forms,
conventions, and techniques
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Activity 2 - Moonscapes

Introduction

Cultures from all around the world tell stories about the moon and the sky. These
stories are entertaining and good at helping us describe and remember things that
happen in the natural world. The Moon features in a lot of these stories. Once
astronauts landed on the moon and we could see what the moon’s surface was really
like, the stories changed a bit, but they are still good at helping us remember how
the moon behaves.

Traditional stories are a way to pass along knowledge that can be used with what is
often called the scientific method, or western science, in a way that Mi'’kmagq Elder,
Albert Marshall, calls “two-eyed seeing.” In his words, "Two-Eyed Seeing refers to
learning to see from one eye with the strengths of Indigenous ways of
knowing and from the other eye with the strengths of Western ways of
knowing and to using both of these eyes together.”

Curriculum connections

e Science: STEM Skills and Connections
e The Arts: Drama and Visual Arts
e Language: Media Literacy

Materials:

- Alarge tub or basin

- A5lb bag of flour

- A small amount of cocoa or hot chocolate mix
- Marbles

- Small rocks

- Alarge tarp (or ideally do this outdoors)
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Read the poem, “The Moon” by Oliver Herford.

The Moon is like a big round cheese
That shines above the garden trees,
And like a cheese grows less each night,
As though some one had had a bite.

The Mouse delights to nibble cheese,
The Dog bites anything he sees—

But how could they bite off the Moon
Unless they went in a balloon?

And Human People, when they eat
They think it rude to bite their meat,
They use a Knife or Fork or Spoon;
Who is it then that bites the moon?

Questions to ponder:
e Why do you think people compare the Moon to cheese?
e Where do you think the idea of the Moon being eaten comes from?
e Have you heard other stories about the Moon or other objects in the sky?
e What are some ways that stories like this can help us to make sense of what
we observe?

Story Activity:
e Working in groups, create a story to explain something that you have

observed in the sky. This can be anything - the colour of the sky, clouds, why
the sun rises, the shape of the Moon - anything you like.

e Share your story with your class. If you wish, record your story and have your
teacher share it with Space Place Canada on social media: Instagram:
@spaceplacecanada Twitter: @SpacePlaceCda Facebook: spaceplacecanada

After the show

In the Darkest Dark, Chris watches television news coverage of the first Moon landing
- the Apollo 11 mission. There, he sees what the Moon is really like.
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Questions to ponder:

How did the moon'’s surface compare to the stories people tell about it?
What do you think the moon’s surface actually feels like?

What are the craters on the Moon?

Do you think people were surprised to learn that there were no lakes or
oceans on the Moon?

Cratering Activity:

Try as a class.

Fill a basin with flour.

Use a sieve or fine-mesh colander to sprinkle cocoa powder evenly over the
top of the flour.

Invite a student to drop in a marble.

Invite a student to toss in a marble from a slightly different angle.

Invite a student to drop in an irregularly shaped object, such as a stone or
small eraser.

Think about what the mini moon’s surface looked like after the impacts.

What shapes did the round marble leave?

What shape did a round marble leave when it hit the mini moon on an angle?
What shape did the irregular object leave?

What happened to the flour? The cocoa? The marble?

Moonscape Activity:

Work alone, in groups or as an entire class to create your own mini moonscape. You
can make the surface any way you want. You can incorporate ideas from stories you
may have heard about the Moon and even include a Two-eyed Seeing approach to
considering things on the Moon's surface.

Use modelling clay or play dough
Papier mache

Flour and cocoa

Draw it on paper

Make sure to plan your mini moonscape.

What aspect of the Moon’s surface do you want to show on your moonscape?
What colour will you use for your surface?

Will you include something from a Moon story you heard?

Use something to help organise your ideas like a chart, a jamboard or a
mind-map.

Make a sketch of your mini moonscape and have a friend or your teacher give
you feedback before making your final product.
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Rubric

Grades 1 - 3 [Note: depending on the form of the story & moonscape not all criteria

will apply]
Concerns Criteria Achievements
Areas that need work Expectations for this activity Evidence of exceeding

expectations

Science

Use a scientific research
process and associated skills
to conduct investigations

Communicate findings,
using science and
technology vocabulary and
formats that are appropriate
for specific audiences and
purposes

Analyse contributions to
science and technology from
various communities

The Arts - Visual Arts
Demonstrate an
understanding of
composition, using
principles of design to create
narrative art works or art
works on a theme or topic

Use elements of design in
art works to communicate
ideas, messages, and
understandings

Use a variety of materials,
tools, and techniques to
respond to design
challenges

Language - Media Literacy
Identify the topic, purpose,
and audience for media
texts they plan to create

Identify conventions and
techniques appropriate to
the form chosen for a media
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text they plan to create

Produce media texts for
specific purposes and
audiences, using a few
simple media forms and
appropriate conventions and
techniques

Grades 4 - 6 [Note: depending on the form of the story & moonscape not all criteria

will apply]
Concerns Criteria Achievements
Areas that need work Expectations for this activity Evidence of exceeding

expectations

Science

Use a scientific research
process and associated skills
to conduct investigations

Communicate findings,
using science and
technology vocabulary and
formats that are appropriate
for specific audiences and
purposes

Analyse contributions to
science and technology from
various communities

The Arts - Visual Arts
Demonstrate an
understanding of
composition, using selected
principles of design to create
narrative art works or art
works on a theme or topic

Use elements of design in
art works to communicate
ideas, messages, and
understandings

Use a variety of materials,
tools, and techniques to
determine solutions to
design challenges
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Language - Media Literacy
describe in detail the topic,
purpose, and audience for
media texts they plan to
create

identify an appropriate form
to suit the specific purpose
and audience for a media
text they plan to create, and
explain why it is an
appropriate choice

identify conventions and
techniques appropriate to
the form chosen for a media
text they plan to create, and
explain how they will use the
conventions and techniques
to help communicate their
message

produce a variety of media
texts for specific purposes
and audiences, using
appropriate forms,
conventions, and techniques




